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Social Studies 30-2
Residential School System in Canada
Lesson Plan

By Ms. Golda David

	Title of Unit
	     Related Issue 1: To what extent should ideology be the foundation of identity?
	Grade Level
	     Grade 12

	Curriculum Area
	     
	Time Frame
	     72 minutes

	Developed By
	     Ms. Golda David

	Desired Results 

	Curriculum Expectations



	      Students will be able to evaluate the logic of assumptions underlying a position
      Students will be able to consult a wide variety of sources, including oral histories, that reflect varied viewpoints on particular issues
      Students will examine the characteristics of ideology (interpretations of history, beliefs about human nature, beliefs about the structure of society, visions for the future).
      Students will be able to appreciate various perspectives regarding identity and ideology.



	Understandings
	Essential Questions

	Overarching Understanding
	

	      Students will be able to communicate the results of historical inquiries, using appropriate terms and concepts and a variety of forms of communication.
       Students will understand the impact of historical events on our lives today.
	     
      1) What ideologies were present in the “New World” when the settlers arrived from Europe?

       2) What ideologies did the British hold onto as they made their way into settling into North America? How do you evaluate those ideologies?
       3) What ideology had to exist in order for an atrocity like the residential school system to happen?

	Related Misconceptions
	· 

	     Students often do not understand how extensive and far reaching the residential school system was.  They also are not aware of the atrocities committed there.  They are often resistant to these ideas.
	· 

	Knowledge

Students will know…
	Skills

Students will be able to…

	     
       -What was the residential school system?
       -Why did the government see it necessary to implement the school system that destroyed so many lives?
       -What happened inside those schools?
       -What was the result of this school system for the people who were forced to go?  For Canadian society?

       -What were the ideologies that led to the residential school system and where did they come from?

       -Do these same ideologies still exist today in Canadian society?

       -What effect did the residential school system have on individuals and our society?  On Peace River?  

	     -Explain the timeline of European expansionism
       -Describe the residential school system experience from an aboriginal perspective
       -Use a variety of sources to research a specific historical question.

       -Link history to present day reality: How has Canada’s residential school system affected our lives today?



	Assessment Evidence 

	Performance Task Description
	Other Evidence

	     
1. Have students collaborate in groups of 3-4 and create a Prezi, answering the questions they had during the presentation. Prezi must include pictures that they find from the internet.
3. Homework: create a post on your blog about what you learned in the class today (personal learning blogs have already been set up for each student)
	     
-Participation in class discussion.

- -Ability to collaborate.

-List of questions demonstrating their thinking and inquiry abilities.



	Unit placement
	

	This is the third lesson in the unit about colonialism, European expansionism and the ideologies that created an atmosphere where this was possible.

In further lessons we will be evaluating this ideology further and assessing how much we should be embracing an ideology and how much of it should be part of our identity (which is the main inquiry of the whole course).
	

	Lesson Plan

	     
1. 5 minutes  Socratic teaching speech: Introduction to the residential schooling system.  This is the third lesson in the unit.(notes are on page  of this lesson plan)
2. 20 minutes -Google Slides (PowerPoint) presentation using SMART board on the Residential school system and possible reasons why it happened.
3. 10 minutes Class discussion about the ideologies that were present to allow this to happen.  Question to ask the class:  “What ideologies could have been present during the time of European expansionism?” “Are these ideologies still present today?” “What effects did the residential school system have on our society and the lives of those people who lived through the school system that was designed to be a genocide?”
4. 35 minutes:  Get students together in their groups (3-4 students per group). Students must go to a computer and create a Prezi answering as many of the questions they wrote as they can. (Instructions to students attached to this lesson plan) 
Students will likely not finish today. They will have time tomorrow to complete their Prezis and present them.

5. Last two minutes of class: explain the homework assignment. Students must log onto the class blog tonight and either post a comment about what they personally learned or comment on one that someone else has posted. 

	Other ideas/Extensions:

	-Students will create a group Prezi using collaborative effort by consultation both in person and through their blogs.

-The group will later present these Prezi’s to the class to further their ability to collaborate, present and learn from others presentations

	Rationale for Inclusion of Technology and overall goal of social studies:

	The Role of Technology in the classroom:
“Technology encompasses the processes, tools and techniques that alter human activity. Information communication technology provides a vehicle for communicating, representing, inquiring, making decisions and solving problems. It involves the processes, tools and techniques for:

 • gathering and identifying information 

• re-representations of dominant texts 

• expressing and creating 

• classifying and organizing 

• analyzing and evaluating 

• speculating and predicting” – Alberta curriculum documents

Goal of Social Studies:

The goal of social studies is to foster the development of values and attitudes that enable students to participate actively and responsibly as citizens in a changing and pluralistic society. –Alberta curriculum documents
The tools used for this lesson, the Prezi presentation and the class blog, support learning by meeting diverse students needs, tap into a way of teaching and learning that interests most students, and will eventually connect the students to other schools and classes across the globe. This in turn will help them gain a deeper understanding of historical thinking and inquiry and help them to become lifelong learners in a real way. Students use social media and social networking tools in their everyday life. This lesson is designed to help them learn to use it in an educational way so that it will support their ability to learn throughout their entire life span.

We are now a global community that values different things than we did 20 years ago. We value the ability to multi-task, network, and learn a lot of information in a very short time. We have moved beyond just being acquirers of historical facts, we need to look through that and learn how do the things we need to do to become a competitive force in this world-community. –Ms. David
“Through Internet websites and technology, students can now access primary resources held in museums, libraries, archives, and public institutions across the country and around the world. ICT resources allow secondary students to conduct more far-ranging and authentic research than ever before.” Ontario Curriculum documents
More information on the benefits of using Prezi in the classroom:

http://learningblog.org/2010/05/04/the-power-and-point-of-using-prezi-in-the-classroom/


Possible problems:

-Students may have problems interacting with each other in a professional manner online.  The expectations will need to be clear about the kinds of responses that are acceptable in this kind of online environment.

-Depending on the school, the technology may fail that day and we will have to resort to other methods of learning and teaching.

Resources:

Textbook: “Understandings of Ideologies”
PowerPoint/Google slides presentation on the Residential School system

Seen at: http://firstnationsstudents.weebly.com/pechakucha-and-powerpoints.html
My own Prezi (exemplar-from another part of the curriculum):

http://prezi.com/w0dytihwlepc/canada-in-world-war-one/
The benefits of using Prezi in the classroom:

http://learningblog.org/2010/05/04/the-power-and-point-of-using-prezi-in-the-classroom/
Indian Act 1876  https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ/STAGING/texte-text/1876c18_1100100010253_eng.pdf  

Royal Commission report on Aboriginal peoples in 2010  http://www.lop.parl.gc.ca/content/lop/researchpublications/prb9924-e.htm
First Nations control over First Nations education: http://www.afn.ca/uploads/files/education/3._2010_july_afn_first_nations_control_of_first_nations_education_final_eng.pdf
100 years of loss  http://www.legacyofhope.ca/downloads/100-years-of-loss-booklet.pdf
Teachers resource guide: http://www.fnesc.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/PUBLICATION-Gr-11-12-Pt1-IRSR-2015-06-23.pdf
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Notes:
Introduction notes:

We’ve learned a lot about the mindset of the Europeans during the exploration and expansionism phase of their taking over North America.  We learned about some of the bad things they did in order to crush the opposition of their expansionism by the First Nations people who were already there.  You may have thought to yourself “Well they were just trying to survive and they WERE being attacked by various groups of First Nations people throughout North America so it was justified”.  However, something they did was so evil, so awful and so far reaching that after you learn about it, you will no longer be able to justify what they did during expansionism.

How many people have heard about the residential school system?

What you may not know, is that the residential school system lasted until 1996. The results are continuing today.  The worst part about this system is that some of the things that happened there were covered up until quite recently.  This could make us wonder how much we still have to learn about what went on there.
Some of the things you see in communities today, both here in Peace River and the First Nations communities themselves, are the direct results of the Residential school system.  Throughout this presentation, I want you to be thinking “What ideologies would have to be present in order for this to happen?”  “What effects could this have had on individuals and on our society today?”  (Write these questions on the white board).

*Start presentation*

Slide one: Introduction.  Ask students what they think of the photograph on the cover.  (Talk about religion.  Ask if they believe in freedom of religion and at what age that should start.)
Slide two: Ask students: What do you think is the difference between a private boarding school and a residential school for the First Nations people that the government set up?

Slide three:  children as young as three were taken from their parents and sent to Christian schools (which were taught in a foreign language using the ideology of a foreign religion.)  What impact do you think that had on the children there?  On their parents?  How do you think they changed when they came back ‘home’ at age 16?

Slide four:  Read the schedule of a residential school.  Ask: “What do you think of this schedule?  How much actual learning was happening, as we define learning in our schools today? How would they react if they were 3 and this was their life?  What would be the impact on you if you had spent 13 years at a school like this?”

Slide five: Before switching to this slide, tell the students that you want them to generate ONE question from the slide after it’s read.  Write it down (or remember it) and each student will be asked what their question is.  (3-5 minutes)  Read the slide – it’s about the treatment of the kids in the school.  Have each student ask their question.  Answer the questions at the end of everyone asking them

Slide six: Explain the sexual, physical, emotional and psychological abuse that happened at the schools.  Outline the recent discoveries of nutritional experiments that were happening at the schools.  Take them to the link online that proves these experiments happened (some could be questioning the validity of these claims at this point.)

*note: by this time, students are often disturbed, upset and outraged.  Others could also be experiencing cognitive dissonance because what they’ve been taught to believe about their country is not matching up with the truth about what has been happening.  Address these concerns immediately and with compassion.  This is the time to stop and talk about these issues.  That we might be feeling upset and confused.  That those are normal responses.  However, to truly know one’s country and to accept it, we must know the truth about things so that we can understand the undercurrents around us and how they affect people that are not us.  Explain to students, especially the aboriginal students in the room, that it isn’t right that teachers haven’t been teaching this since they were young.  That the way to change things is to teach these things, talk about them, and that only with truth can true reconciliation happen.  (You can also mention the truth and reconciliation committee and that they came to the same conclusions)  
Slide seven:  Why did they do it?  The slide mentions xenophobia and ethnocentrism.  I will also mention the ideology and mindset of colonialism and how that is linked to these policies.

Slide eight: Results.  There are some results listed on the slide.  Ask the students what they have seen in our community that they can now attribute to this residential school system.  Remind them that the last school closed in 1996.  This can be done as a whole class but if they are too shy to say anything (some of them are afraid of being labeled racist), I will have them talk to each other quietly at their desks in small groups.

Slide nine: Solutions.  Ask students what THEY think the solution could be.  Mention some of the more racist things said recently in the media and ask them if that would work (usually by now, it’s obvious that assimilation will not work and was very harmful.) It’s important for them to connect the racism that we see in the media now with these ideas.  This is the ideology that is still present in our society today.

Slide ten: Some links and resources.  Others are listed in their assignment package.
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                                          Residential School System

                                                                                Prezi Presentation Assignment

	Your Task:
Find two other people to work with.

Write down their names and their contact info here:

With them, decide on where you would like to go with your Prezi presentation.  Some ideas (These are suggestions, not prescriptions):

· ideologies that were present during the time of setting up the schools (resources could be some of the laws that were made)
· Possible solutions to the problems plaguing societies as the result of the residential school system

· Education today?  What should change in order to support the learning of aboriginal students.  This could include a critique of the current system and what we teach in schools and the relevance to students who are not part of the majority
Requirements:

Prezi must have FOUR different sources listed.  You must use the sources to write your Prezi.

Prezis should be colourful with photos and words on each ‘slide’. 

The purpose of your Prezi must be clear and consistent through the presentation

Your group must present this tomorrow.  

	Resources to help you get started:
Indian Act 1876  https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ/STAGING/texte-text/1876c18_1100100010253_eng.pdf  

Royal Commission report on Aboriginal peoples in 2010  http://www.lop.parl.gc.ca/content/lop/researchpublications/prb9924-e.htm
First Nations control over First Nations education: http://www.afn.ca/uploads/files/education/3._2010_july_afn_first_nations_control_of_first_nations_education_final_eng.pdf
100 years of loss: http://www.legacyofhope.ca/downloads/100-years-of-loss-booklet.pdf
Knowledge center: http://www.firstnations.org/knowledge-center?gclid=COCgtemh3MsCFQmRaQodjKMBxQ


	Rubric


	Images 
	Images create a distinct atmosphere or tone that matches different parts of the story. The images may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors. Clearly communicates ideology
	Images create an atmosphere or tone that matches some parts of the story. The images may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors. 
	An attempt was made to use images to create an atmosphere/tone but it needed more work. Image choice is logical. 
	Little or no attempt to use images to create an appropriate atmosphere/tone. 

	Duration of Presentation 
	Length of presentation was 5 minutes. 
	Length of presentation was 4 minutes. 
	Length of presentation was 2 minutes. 
	Presentation was less than 2 minutes long OR more than 6 minutes. 

	Point of View - Purpose 
	Establishes a purpose early on and maintains a clear focus throughout. 
	Establishes a purpose early on and maintains focus for most of the presentation. 
	There are a few lapses in focus, but the purpose is fairly clear. 
	It is difficult to figure out the purpose of the presentation. 

	Point of View - Awareness of Audience 
	Strong awareness of audience in the design. Students can clearly explain why they felt the vocabulary, audio and graphics chosen fit the target audience. 
	Some awareness of audience in the design. Students can partially explain why they felt the vocabulary, audio and graphics chosen fit the target audience. 
	Some awareness of audience in the design. Students find it difficult to explain how the vocabulary, audio and graphics chosen fit the target audience. 
	Limited awareness of the needs and interests of the target audience. 

	Bibliography
	Bibliography has at least four sources listed.  These sources are diverse.  These sources have been used throughout the presentation
	Bibliography has at least three sources listed.  These sources have been used throughout the presentation
	Bibliography only have two sources listed.  They have been used throughout the presentation
	Bibliography only has one source listed and it has been used exclusively throughout the presentation.


